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brciikdown in the environment of use nnd] substantially resistant lo termite secretions, said iTialcrial 
liaving a hardness of not less than about Shore D70 for resistance to termite chewing, the mesh sheet 
having pores, wherein the pores nre open to permit fluid flow thercthrouGh. the pores hiiving a 
maxinunn opening dimension less than 3.25 millimeters [wherein each pore has a linear dimension 
in all directions less than the maximum linear dimension of the cross section of the head of the 
species of temiite to be controlted] , the mesh sheet being positioned in relation to a structure an d 
\y^. uround un<ienneaLh .the_strucAureAoj>rovide a termite ban'ier for the structure . 



2. (Amended) The termite barrier as claimed in claim I , wherein the pores of the mesh sheet have 
/^"""N^ ;i linear dimension in at least one dircction[, less than the minimum lineal dimension of the cross 
section ol'thc head of the species of termite to be controlled] of not more than 0.85 mm . 

3- (Amended) The termite barrier as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the pores of the mesh sheet are 
polyyonal with the maximum diagonal dimension less than [ihe maximum linear dimension of the 
cross section of the head of the species of termite to be controlled] 3.25 mm . 



As issued. 



As issued. 



6. (Amended) Tlic tcmiitc barrier as claimed in claim 4, wherein the rectangular pores ai'e 
dimensioned 0.40 mm by 0.70 [min] mm. 



As issued- 



8. As issued. 
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9. (Amended) In combination with a building sLmclure erected on a ground level concrete stab, a 
Lermile harrier which is substantially resistant to tcrniitc chewing and corrosion, the termite bairicr 
comprising: 

a mesh sheet made of a material substantially resistant to termite secretions and 
having a hardness of not less than about Shore D70 for resistance to termite 
chewing, the inesh sheet having pores [wherein each pore has a linear 
dimension in all directions less than the Tiiaximum linear dimension of the 
cross-section of a head of a species of terniile Lo be control ied], the pore^ 
having a maximLnn opening dimension.AnessJ.han 3._25_mm. the lemnile 
bairier being positioned beneath an underside of tlic slab and extending to a 
perimeter of the slab in all directions and upwardly about the perimeter of the 
slab to a distance above the slab <m<\ above the ground level adjacent thereto. 

10, (Amended) The [combinations] combin ation as claimed in claim 9, further comprising 
a member projecting through the termite barrier and the slab, and a termite barrier sleeve integral 
witli the termite barrier located beneath the slab and clamped in pressure engagement therewith about 
the perimeter of the member. 

1 1 . (As issued.) The combination as claimed in claim 10, wherein tlie sleeve is formed by 
cLiCiinL^ an opening in tlic termite barrier, said opening having a perimeter less than the perimeter of 
llic member and stretching and deflecting tiie marginal area of lennite barrier about the opening to 
loim the sleeve. 

1 2, (Amended) A cable having a core of conductive member or members, and a protective 
covering suiTOunding tlic core, said covering including a termite barrier which is substantially 
resistant to termite chewing and corrosion, said tennite hairier surrounding said core and comprising 
a mcsli layer formed of a material substantially resistant lo termite secretions and having a hardness 
of not Iciis than about Shore D70 for resistance to termite chewing, the mesh sheet having pores 
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whcrcin each pore has a linear dimension in all direclions less than [ihe maximum linear dimension 
of the cross-section of a heacl of a species of termite to be controlled] 3,25 mm . 

13. (Amended) In coinbination, a foundalion structure fov supporting a buildings a termite 
barrier which is sub2>tunliiil]y resislanl to termite chewing and corrosion for shielding the foundation 
structure to protect the building from lennite invasion, the temiite barrier comprising a mesh sheet 
fomicd of a material resistant to lennite secretions and having a hardiness of not less than about 
Short: D70 for resistance to termite chewing, Ihcmesh sheet having open pores permitting fluid flow 
ihorclhroutzh. each open pore having a maximum opc ning^j mcnsion on.ess_than.3.25 mm [ w herei n 
each pore has a linear dimension in all directions less than the maximum linear dimension of the 
cross-section of a head of a species of termite to be controlled], tlie termite bamer covering the 
foundation structure to protect the building supported tliereon against termites. 

14. (Amended) In combination with a building structure creeled on a gi'ound level or near 
ground level concrete slab, and having a non integral termite resistant adjacent structure, a strip of 
termite barrier material which is substantially resistant to termite chewing or corrosion, the termite 
barrier ntotcrifri comprising[;] a mesh sheet made of a material substantially resistant to termite 
secretions and hiiving a hardness of not less than about Shore D70 for resistance to tennite clicvving, 
[the mesh sheet havingpores wherein each pore ha<; a linear dimension in all directions less than the 
maximum linear dimension of the cross section ofa head of a species of tennite to be controlled,] 
llie mesh sheet havingnores wherein each_poreJias aniaxim.urn_openin^dimension of less tlian 3,25 
mm, said strip of lennite barrier material having respective marginal edge portions along opposite 
loiii^iLudinal edges of the strip integrally secured to the slab and the adjacent structure to establish 
iinc^;riry of the connection between the slab and the adjacent structure against the passage of 
icrmitcs. 

[5. (As issued.) The combination as claimed in claim 14, wherein the adjacent stnicture is a 
further concrete structure. 
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16. (As issued) The combinnlion as claimed in claim 14, wherein the adjacent structure is 
composed substantially of a building material selected from the group consisting of brick, natural 
stone, I'ock, concrete block, steel and aluminum in block or sheet form. 

17. (Amended) The combination claimed in claim 14, wherein the slab and the adjacent 
structure are each [cat] cast in-situ concrete components, the respective rnarginal edge portions of 
ihc icrmile bamer strip being embedded into the slab and adjacent structure during the pouring of 
the concrete. 

1 8. (Amended) The combination claimed in 14, wherein the slab and adjacent stmctare are 
each preformed and the combination further comprises an adhesive resistant to attack by termites for 
bonding the marginal edge portions of the strip of termite barrier material to the slab and adjacent 
f structures] structure . 

1 9. (As issued) The combination claimed in claim 18, further comprising a mechanical 
fastener for additionally securing the respective marginal edge portions of tlie termite barrier strip 
nt spaced intei-vals along the length thereof. 



20- (Amended) A post or column to be erected with an end portion thereof embedded in the 

ground, said end portion being enclosed in a protective sleeve closed at one end, said sleeve being 
made from a mesh sheet of a material substantially resistant to termite secretions and having a 
hardness of not less tliat about Shore D70 for resistLince to termite chewing, tlic mesh sheet having 
pores wherein each pore lias a maximum openin g dimension less than 3.25 mm [wherein each poi-e 
has a Hnear dimension in all directions less ihan the maximum linejir dimension of the cross section 
of a head of a species of lemiite to be controlled]. 

21 . Canceled. 

22. Canceled. 
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23- Canceled. 
24. Canceled. 



25, (Amended) 
the a.ct of: 



A met:hod of l:ermite barrier instaJlation for a building structure, compri5;in^ 

ciurinj^ ei-ecLion of the building stnicture on a slab of concrete at or near iiround level, 
po$jJ^jonrnj>_a_shejjt.coexle with at least a portion of the slab, the sheet 

being rQniiedj;)r ajnato^^ to termite secretions, the 

iTirUcrialJh^v^lngjiJxardncsii of not less than nbout Shore D70 for resistance to 
• Tcmiitc chewing, the m cs li_shj^n]iavin^^ perniittintJ fluid flow 

tbc rcthrjoii^^ a maximum opening dimension of less 

than 3.25 mm to thereby exclude cntry of tennites inio Lhe_huildint; structure 
through said portion of the slab. 



26. CLinctjlcd. 

27. Canceled. 

28. Canceled, 

2Q. The method of termite barrier installation as claimed in claim 25 comprisiny: cH.stin^ 

the sinb in-sitn. nnd wherein the positioning, ofthc sheet comprises positioning the sheet beneath the 
slab prior to pouring of concrete over the sheet to cast the slab. 

30. Ci^ncoled. 

j 

31. Canceled. • 



32. The method of lemiite hairier installation as claimed in claim 25 wherein the 

positio ning o f the shee t c omp_ri_ses_emheddinj^ the sheet in the slab. 
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33. Canceled. 

34. Cuncclcd. 

35. Canceled, 

36. Canceled. 

37. Canceled. 

38. Canceled, 

39. Canceled. 

40. Canceled. 

41 . Canceled, 
42= Cnnceled. 

43. Canceled. 

44. Canceled. 

45. Canceled. 

46. Canceled. 

47. Canceled. 

48. Canceled. 

49. Canceled. 
.50. Cimccled. 

51. CLinecled. 

52. Canceled. 
53- Canceled. 

54. Canceled. 

55. Canceled. 

56. Canceled. 

57. Canceled. 
5S. Canceled. 

59. Canceled. 

60. Canceled. 



y 
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61 . Canceled. 



62^ In combination with a building stryictu re erected on a groiind level or near aronnd 

level concrete slab, a temiiie b;in-ier comprising: 

;in adjacent structure, huilt adjacent to hut non-inte.t^^rally with the bni Iding. striTCtiirc, 

' the adjacenl smicture huilt of a term ite.resis.tant .material; and 
a St rip or lorniitc barrier maTcria] rormcd of a ncxibic sheet made o_f_aj-nalerial 
substantially resistant to termite secretions and having a hardness of not less 
than about. Shore 070 for resistance to termite chewint?.. the strip having 
pores wherein each pore has amaximiim openint; dimension of less than 3.25 
mm. said strip of termite barrier material having respective mnrginal cd[ic 
portions along opposite longitudinal edges of the strip integrally secured to 
the slab and th e a djacent structure to establish intet^ritv of the_comiectiQn 
between the slab and the adiacont stmctiirc against the passage ortemiites. 



Please add claims 63 - 97 as follows: 

63. The combination as claimed in clnim 1 4 wherein the stnp of termite baixicr mnten'al 
has between the respective lQn^itudinaLmari>inal. edi^e_poxtij>n_^^^^ which 
extencis lon^itL [dinall;i^toj-?rovidc fl cxibilitv and freedom for movement of the concret e siahjylatjy^^ 
10 the adjacent structure without fracture of the strip of termite barrier material, 

64. A method of termite harrier installation for a building structure, comprising the act 

during erection of the building stractureon a slab orconcretc at orn ea r ground level, 
positioning a sheet cocxtonsivelv with at least a portion of the slab , the sheet 
beinLT fonned of a mntenal substantially resistant to termite secretions, the " 
materia] having a hardness of not less than about Shore D70 for resistance to 
temiit e chewint>, the sheet hayint; open pores peiTnittinf?: fluid flow 
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iherethrougli, to thereby exclude entry of termites into thcbnildinp structure 
t hrough said portion or t hejil ab, t h e open poresjiayin^ a maximiim opening 
ditncnsion less than 3.25 mnn, wherein thcpositioninjiLOf the sheet comprises 
positioning the sheet beneath the slab. 

65. The method of teimite barrier installation as claimed in claim 64 wherein the slab has 
a perimeter, wherein the posaionjnjT.of the sheet comprises positioning the sheet beneath the slab 
lo ex tend 10 th e perimeter of the slab in nil dirootionsand upwardly about saidncrimeierto terminate 
vviili Lin outer edge portion of the sheet at a distance above adjacent ground level. 

66. The method of tennite haixier installation as claimed in claim <35 wherein tlic outer 
edo.c portion of the sheet terminates above the slab. 

67 The method ortcrmitc barrier installation as claimed in claim 64 comprisin^LeastintT 

the slab in -situ. wherei n the positioning of the sheet comprises positioning the sheet prior to pou rinc^ 
orcoitc rcic over the sheet to cast the slab, wherein the sheet completely covers a ground surface area 
where the slab is to be poured, and further comp ri sing the act of: 

contourJ nil the sheet to closely follow contonrs of the around surface area where the 
slab is cast. 

68. A method_o_f_t_ern'iite_barrier installation for a_bui_lding structure, comprising the act 

durint> oreetion of the building structure on a slab ofconcrete at or near ^round level, 
positioning a sheet eocxl ensivelv with at_l_e_asUi,p.ortion of the slab, the sheet 
being formed of a material substantially resistant to termite secretions, the 
material having a hardness of not less than about Shore D70 for resist a nce to 
termite e h ewin^^_ the sheet having open pores permitting fluid flow " 
jhcr^Jthrpj^ii: h^to_the^^^ exclude entry of temiites into the building structure 
tll[miiidi_sa i_djioriion oFthe slab, the open pores havinty a maximum opcn inii 




Received from < 612 339 6580 > at 4/2/03 5:49:2/ PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



Rpr 02 03 04:57p 



Kinney & Lange, P«n. 



G12-339-G580 



Iiivcnior: Vasilios Toutountzis 



Application No.; 09/425,271 



-11- 



dimcnsion of less than 3,25 mm, wherein the positioning of the sheet 
comj-ji ises posiliQninu_the_SiJi_c et ab oycjthe slab. 



6<X 

on 




A method oftcnTiitc barrier installation for a building structure. comprisinQ the net 

during: erection of the build ing stnicturc on a slab of concrete at or near firound level . 
positioTiing a .sheet coextensi velYJ^ith_aLL[east_:^tjp^^^^^ the sheet 

[idng rornicd oFa material substantially resistant to termite sccrct ioni ^, the 
material having a hardness of not less thnn about Shore D70 for resistance to 
tcnnitc chevvinm, the sheer having open pores permitting lliiid flow 
therethrough, to thereby exclude entry of tcmiites into the buMding structure 
through said portion of the slab, the open pores having a maximum opening 
dimension of less than 3.25 mm. v^hcrein the buildine structure includes a 
tcrmiL c resistant structure adjacent to and non-integral with the slab, and 
further comprising the ^ct of: 

intcgra llv se curing an outer edge portion of the sheet to the termite resistant stmcturc. 



70. The method of termite barrier installation as claimed in claim 69, wherein the 

i n I cgn> 1 1 V seen ri n ^ ac L_ comiirj sk _s: 

adh esively bonding the outer edge portion of the sheet to the termite rcsistnnt 
structure. 



7 1 . The method of teimite harrier installation as claimed in claim 70, wherein the bondint; 
comprises bondint:! with a bonding material which is resistant to termites^ 

72. The method of termite harrier installation as claimed in claim 69, wherein the * 
integrally securing act comprises: 
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mochnnicallv fixingL the outer cdp.c portion of the sheet to tbc termite resistant 
stmctiire. 

73> i he mel:ho() of Lermile hamer iTisial]aLion_aa claimed in claim 69. wherein the lemiite 

res i St f 1 0 1 s t r II c tu r e i s 0 f concrete, an d wh erei n ih e i n Legral 1 y_secAtil njiL^ct jCQmpm : 

ca sting the termite resistant structure in-situ snch that the outer cdpc portion of the 
sheet is embedded into the tenr>ite resistant striiclure- 

74. Thcmcthod of termite barrier installation claimed in claim 69, wherein the termite 

resistant strL iCiur c i^, a wall of brick, and wherein tlic integrally securing act comprises: 

constructing the wall of brick with the outer edge poilion of the sheet embedded in 
the wall between two layers of bricks, 

7.5. A mL;lhQd_or tci'mitc bairicr installat ion for a building structure, comorisine t he acts 



oi 



durin e erection of the building structure on a slab of concrete at or near ground IcveK 
positioning a sheet cocxtcnsivclv with at least a portion of the slab, the sheet 
being formed of a material substantially resistant to teimite secretions, the 
materjaMiayjn.^_aJia_r4 ness,o^^ about Sho re D7Q Tor resistance to 

termite chewing, the sheet having open pores permitting fluid How 
therethrough, the open pores having a maximum opening dimension of less 
than 3.25 mm, 

forming at least a portion of the sheet into a termite barrier flange: and 

■^h^ g^llirig the termite barrier flange in i^ressure en ga eement about a perimeter of a 

member proiccting through the slab, to thereby exclude entry of termites into 

the buildin^y structure through said portion of the slab. 
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76. The met hod oftcnnitebaTTierinsUillahon as claimed in claim 75 wherein the Fomiing 
at least a portion of the sheet into a termite barrier flanpc comorises cutting an opening in tlie sheet, 
sfiid opening having i\ perimeter .smaller than tlic perimeter of the mcmbcr^jtnd slretchinii and 
doHectinji a marginal area of the sheet about the opening to form the termite barrier flange ahout the 
member, 

77. A method of termite ba n lcnnslaljation in a buildi.ni> structure erected on a concrete 
sk\h at (>r nea r ^^round level and having an adjacent i^tructure vvh i chj_s_n(yn-integnvl to the concrete 
slab iind ift termite resistant, the method comprising the acts ot': 

inteurally securing a firslmar^inal edne portion of a strip to a poition of the slab, the 
slrip_hei.ng formed of a material substantially resistant to tennite secretions, 
the material having a hardness of not less than about Shore D7Q forjrgsi stance 
to tennite chewing, the strip having open pores having a maximum opening 
dimension less than 3.25 mm, the strip having a second marginal edge portion 
opposite the first marginal edge poition; and 
integrally securing the second marginal edge poition of the strip to the adjacent 
structure, to thereby provide intcLrrity between the slab and the adiacent 
sLTiicture_a.uainst. passage of lennites and thereby .ex elude entry of termites 
into the building structure. 

,7S , The method of termite barrier installation as claimed in claim 77 wherein the 

iniegrallv secu ring the ilrstma^^ portion comprises bonding the strip to the s l ab_bv_adhesive 

bondiiu;. 

79. The method of tennite barrier installation as claimed in claim 78, wherein the bonding 

comprises. bon ding with a bon ding materia Lwhich.is resistant to termitey;. 
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80. The method of termite barrier instnllntion as claimed in claim 77 wherein the 

in Lcj^ral.lv_s_c c imnu t h e first ma rein a 1 edtei^orlion comprisesmechanicallyfiying the strip to thc&kib. 

S_L The method of termite bairicr in<;tallatiQn as claimed in claim 77 wherein the 

inlyurally scC Liring the ilrst marginal edge portio n comiuisc sJiondirii^lhe sLrip to the adjacent 
structure bv adhesive bondinfy. 

tS2. The_m_et hodortermitebarri&rin^tallation as_claimed in claim Rl , wherein thcbondinp. 

c>oi-npriscs bonding with a bonding matorinl which is resistant to termites. 

S3. Tlic method of termite barrier installation as claimed in claim 77 wheroin_th & 

inlctMnllv seciirint; the second martiinal edy;e portion comprises bonding; the strip to the adjacent 
structLU'e by mccbanjcaLGx injiL 

84. The method of tennite ban'ier installation as claimed in claim 77 compnsinu: casting 

the slab in-situ and wherein the intet;niMv secunn^ the first marginal edge portion comprises 
cmbcdditKJi the first marginal edge portion into the slab during casting, 

85.. The method ortcrmitc barrier installation as claimed in claim 77 comprisint^ casting 

^^I^^^^4fA!P_^A^s triictiirc in-situ and wherein the in tegra lly securing thclgCjCO_iid_rnari;;inal edtiye portion 
comprises embedding the second marginal edge portion into the adjacent structure during caslint^. 

86. 11->e method of termite hairier installation as claimed in claim 77 wherein the ad jacent 

structure cQniprises_a„>A^aH_ an^^ the integrally securing the second 

nnirginal edge portion comprises embedding the second rnar fiinal _e_d^ie nQrli.on_in the wall between 
(wo layers of bricks. 
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87. A metho d prtcrrnitc barriennsUlU^ition^^ comprising the acts 

of: 

nositioning a termite barrier flanpc aroimd a member proicctint; through a slab of 
conerctc at or near ground level, the termite barrier (langc foiTned of a mesh 
material, the mesh material having; pores, wherein each pore has a maximum 
opening dimension of less than 3.25 mm. the termite barr ieiMlange 
comprising an inner peripheral portion defining an opening for the member 
and an outer peripheral portion extending from the inner_peripheral portion: 
cstablishinfi a seal agninst the passage of termites between the inner peripheral 

portion and the member; and 
integrally securing the outer peripheral portion to the slab, such that the termite 
banicr_flanee_prolects againstjlie passa^^^ between the slab and 

the member proiectinp. there throiifih. 

8S. T_b-^j;ogibiyLQQ< ^^'^^^^' barrier in stallation as claimed in claim 87 wherein the mesli 

mntcrial is suhslanh'ally resistant to tei-mile secrelions, the mesh material having a hardness of not 
lessjban^^ 

S9. The method of termite barrier installation as claimed in claim 87 compri sing casting 

ilio slab in-situ and wherein the integrally secnringcomprises embedding the outer peripheral portion 
into the slab during casting. 

90. T he m ethod_o_l^ tp_fTO^iic_b>n:i ei^i ns^^^ ni ed i n _ c I ai m 87 w h ere i n the 
establishing the seal comprises clamping the inner peripheral portion in pressure cn^^agemeni with 
the member ahput a perimeter of the member, 

91. A method of termite barrier installationJ'o_r_aJiui_1din.t;; structure, comprising the act 

of: 
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during erection of the building structure on a foundation wStructure, coverinti the 
Fc^undatioTi slruclure with a tennite barrier flanf^c. the termite barrier flanue 
b<;[ni> Formed . of a material suKstantially resistant to teriTiite sccrctjons^.the 
material having a hardness of not: less tlian about Shore D7Q for resistance to 
lemiite chewinu, the material having pores wherein each pore has a linear 
dimcjlJ^^ nJn_anjdjr^^^ than .^.25 mm, to thereby exclude entry of 

tcrnriitcs into the b ui1d i_ni>_sLructiireJhro^^ said foundation stmcturc. 



02. A termite haiTier flange for preventing passage of termites between a Ctist con crete 

slab and a me mber projecting through the s lab> sa i_djermite barrier flange comprising a body formed 
IVom ci m aterial, the mftcffa] having pores, wherein each porc_has_a_maxirninTi opening dimension 
0 ricss tlian 3.25 mm.l^Te^hal^ing an inner peripheral portion defining an opening a d apted to 7-eceive 
Ihe member and. an_ou]bFj{erip_he.ral_pp^^^ to he integrally secured to the slab. 



93. The termite barrier flange as claimed in claim 92 wherein the oulerperipheral portion 
is n dapt c d to be embedded in the slab during pouring of the slab for integr al ly_se_CLirint; the outer 
periphomi portion to the slab, 

94. The Icrrnite.harriCT^nanj^e as claimed in claim 92 wherein the inner peripheral portion 
^AVP£ D-^l^^^j^y|^^<^^'' clampedin_pres<^.iire^ with the member about 
a pci imuior of the member, 

95. tennite barrier flange as claimed in claim 94 further comprising a clamp for 
clamninu ihc cylindrical sleeve in prcssure_engagement with the member. 

96. Thc.termite harrier flange as clai mcd in claim 92 wherein the outer peripheral portion 
extends radially outward from the inner periphenil portion. 
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